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me ULLY has long ago 
ea, Obferved, that no 
man, however weak- 
_ened by long life, is 
fo conicious of bis 
own decrepitude, as 
or not<o imagine that 
e¢ may yet hold his flation in the 

) year.’ 
Of the truth of this remark every 
y furnifhes ew’ confirmation : 
eis no time of life, in which 
men for the moft. part feem lefs to 
expett the ftroke of death, than when 
every other eye fees it impending ; 
are more buly in. providing for 
other year, than when ic is plain 
to all but themfelves, that at ano- 
p year they ‘cannot . arrive, 
phough every funeral that. pailes 
eyes, evinces the de- 













| ceitfulnefs of fuch expeétations, 


fitite every man who is borne co the 
grave thought himfelf equally cer- 
tain of living at leaft to che next 
ths fori on itall continues .to, 
. 2 pers : pattie! O's “er 

or fome reafon why his life fhoul 
Br pretratied, Sr ke voracity of 
death continue to be pacified with 
fome other prey. 

_ But this is only one of the innu- 
merable “artifices’ prd@tifed in the 
wniverfal confpiracy, of mankind 
ai themfelves: every age and 

condition indulges fome dar 
fallacys every.man amutes 
f with projeéts which he 
Ws £0 Improbable, and which, 
ore, Be refolves to..purfue 
Without daring to examine them. 
hatever any man ardently defires, 
he very readily beliéves that he 
fhall fome time attain: he whofe 
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intemperance has overwhelmed him 
with difeates, while.be langaifhes in 
the (pring, expects vigour and 
recovery from the fammer fon ; 
and while he melts away in the 
fummer, transfers his aopes to the 
froits of winter : he chat gazes upon 
elegance or pleafcre which want 
of money hinders him from 
imitating or. partaking, com- 
forts himfe!f that the time. of diftrefs 
will foon .be at an end,. and that 
every day brings him npearerto a 
ftare cf happineis; though he knows 
it has. pailed motonly without ace 
quifition of-advantage, but perhaps 
withont endeavours inthe formation 
of fchemes that cannot beexeented, 
and in the contemplation of prof- 
pects whith cannot be approached. 

Such is .the ceberat dream ia 
which we all flamber out our time ; 
every man thinks the day-coming, 
in which he. fall. be gratified. with 
all his wifhes, in which he fhall leave 
all thofe.competiters behind, who 
are now rejoicing like him /(feifimthe 
expeGation of victory’s the day is 
always comde@g “to fervile in 
which they thall be*powerful, to the 
obicure in which they fhall be emi- 
nent, and to be deformed in which 
they thall, be beaarifu!. 

Let any one. refe& a little 
upon his own lifes jet him.confider 
what were his hopes and proipects 
ten years ago, and what addnions 
he then expected to:be made ‘by ten 
years to his happine({s: thofe years 
are-now-elapled; havevthey* made 
good the promifevttvat was exorred 
trom them, havethey advanced his 
fortune, enlarzed his knowledve. or 

2X reformed 
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354 The Folly of indulging idle Hope. 


reformed his conduét to the degree 
that was once expeéted? Itis to be 
feared, every man’ that recolieéte 
his hopes, mutt confefs his arf 
appointment; and own, that day 
has glided unprofitably after day, 
and that 


he is ftill at the fame thofe 


—— from ‘the point of happi- 
nefs. " 

With what confolations can thofe 
who have thus mifearried in their 
chicf defign, elude’ the memory of 
their ill. fuccefs? with what amufe- 
ments can they pacify their difcon- 
tent, after the lofs of fo largea pore 
tion of life? they can give them- 
felves up again to the fame dcelu~ 
fions, they can form new fchemesof 
airy gratifications, and fix another 
period of felicity; they can again 
refolve to truft the promifé which 
they: know: willbe broken, 't 
can walk in a circle with their 
eyes thut, and pefiuade themfelves 
to think that they. go forward. 

Of every great and complicated 
event, part depends upon caufes cot 
of our power, and part muft be ef- 
fected by vigour and perfeverance : 
with regard to that which is ftiled 
2m common er op al the work of 
chance, men will find rea- 
fons for confidence or diftruft, ac< 
cording to their different tempers 
Or inclinations; and he that has 
been long accuftomed to pleafe 
himfelf with pofiibilities of fortui- 
tous happinefs, will not eafily or 
willingly bereclaimed from his mif- 


take: but the efe&ls of human in- fond 


and kill are more eafilyfub- 
j to calculation ; whatever can 
be comp in a year, is'divifible 
3nto parts, of which each my be 
performed in the compais of a ; 
he, therefore, that has paffed 
day without attention to the tafk af- 
figned him, may be certain that th 
japfe cf life has brought him n 
nearer to his object; for whatever 
idlene{s may expect from time, its 
produce will be only in ———_ 
tothe diligence with which it has 
been ufed. He that floats lazily 
down the ftream, in purfuit of fome- 
thing borne along by the fame cur- 
rent, will find himfelf indeed move 
forward ; bat uniefs he lays his 
band to the oar, andincreafes his 


e accurately 


— by his own labour, moft be 
always at the diftance from 
——— <r - Ove? ug 
re have happen every 
fome contingencies of ips 
and undeferved fuceeis, by whick 
who are determined to believe 
my cas favours ee 
ave n encouraged to detight 
ee with a ~ 

ey fup confidence by confide~ 
nitions ef. which the only proper 
ufe is to chace away defpair : itis 
equally abfurd to fit dowm in idle- 
nefs, tBetaufe fome have been en 
riched without labour; as to leap « 
precipice becaufe 4ome have fallen: 
and efcaped with: life; orto put to 
fea'in a ftorm becaufe fome have 
been driven from a wreck upon the’ 
coaft to which they were bound. 

We are all ready to confefs, that 
belief ought to be Ao aot p oy to 
evidence or probability: let any 
man, therefore, compare the num 
ber of thofe who have been thus fa 
eeeng 8 Be ge and of thofe who 

ave of their expe@ations; 
wwe - Mets he sonthonl vine 
what ju s as . 
felfin the becky catalogue. 

But there is no need on thefe or 
cafions for deep inquiriesor labori= 
ous calculations; there is a far ea 
fier method of diftinguifhing the 
hopes of folly from thofe of reafon;; 
profeatie that exif before thy-epen! 

at efore the eyes,’ 
and thofe that are inted on 
imagination. om D 
had accuftomed himfelf to comp: 
the profit of a darling. projedt, till he! 
had no longer any doubt of its fue.’ 
cefs; it was at lait matured by clofe 
confideration, all the meafures 
adjufted, and he wat 
only fivehundred poands to become 
matter of afertune that might be 
eavied by a direCtor of a — 
company. Tom was generous and 
grateful, and was refolved to recome 
penfe this fmall affiftance with an 
ample fortune: he, therefore, deli 
berated for atime, to whom ambhz# 
his friends he fhould declare his ne- 
ceffities ; not that he fufpe&ted a re 
fufal, but becaufe he could not fuds 
denly determine which of them 
would make the belt ufe of me 

an 
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ied wes -therefore, moft worthy of 
= fovea, At lait his choice was 







feytled ; and knowing that in ofder 
overnaw he muf fhew the probabi- 
lity of repa ty ared fora 


minute and copious eXpianation of 
his proje€t: bot here the golden 

was at am end: he foon 
difcovered the impoffibility of im- 
poiing upon others the notions by 
v hich he had fo long impofed upon 
himfelf ; which way foever he turn- 


ed his thoughts,’ impoffibility and ) 


ablardity rofe in tion on 
every fide ; even creduhty and pre- 
judice were at laft forced to give 
way; and he grew afhamed of credi- 
ting himfelf what thame would not 
fae-bim to communicate te ano- 


ther. ) 
Ri this teft let syd _e bring 
is imaginations, ore they have 
been too long predominant fe his 
mind; whatever is true will bear to 
betelated; whatever is rational will 
endure co be explained: but when 
we delight to brood in fecret over 
fatare happinefs, & filently to em- 
ply-oar meditations upon fchemesof 
which we areconfcious that the bare 
mention would expofe us to derifion 
atid contempt;.we fhould then re- 
member, .that we are cheating our- 





felves by Yoluntary caelufions; and» 


giving- upto: tie unreal mockeries 
ob fancy, thofe hours in which fo- 
lid-advantages: might be attained 
by fober thought and rational afli- 


is, indeed, fo little certains 
tyin human affairs, thatthe moft cau. 
tious and Mevere examiner may be 
allewed. to indulge foine hopes, 
a cannot prove to be much 
by probability; fince after 
sumo endeavours to afcertain 
events, he mult often leave the if- 


fagin the hands of chance: and 
dew is Our presecit allowance 
] 











ineis, chat mm maoy fitdations 

could fcarcely be fupported, if 
were not allowed to relieve the 
hour by pleaiures borrowed 


| pelea 
Fro uturity; aod reanimate the 


uor of dejeétion to new efforts, 
by poiatin to. dittant regions of fe- 
liaty, which yet norefolution or pers 
ftverance thall ever reach. 
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But thefe, like all other cordials» 
shey may invigorate in a 
fmall quantity, intoxicate ina great- 
er; thefe pleafares, like the reft, 
are lawful only in certain circum- 
s, & to certain degrees; they 
may be afeful in a due fubferviency 
to nobler purpofes, but becomedan-~ 
gerous and deftructive, when once 
ce gain the alcendant in the heart: 
to footh the mind to tranquility by 
hope, even when that hope is like- 
to deceive as, may be fome- 
times ufeful: but to lull our facul- 
ties in a lethargy, is poor and defpi- 
cable, 

Vices and errors are differently 
modified, according to the ftate of 
the minds to which they are inci- 
dent: to indulge hope beyond the 
warrant of reafon, is the failure 
alike. of mean and elevated under. 
ftandings ; but its foendation and 
its effects are totally different: the 
man of high courage and great abi- 
lities, is apt to place too much con- 
fidence in himfelf, and to expe& 
from a vigorus exertion cf his pow- 
ers more then ipirit or diligence can 
attain ; between him and his with 
he fees obfacles indeed, but he 
ex pects to OWerleap or break them ; 
his. mittaken ardour barries him 
forward and, thovogh _ perhaps 
he muiffes his end, he neverthelefs 


-obtain$ fome collateral good, 


and performs fomething ufeful co 
menkine and honourable to hime 
cif, , 

The drone of cimidity prefumes 
likewile.:to hope, but. without 
ground and without confequence ; 
the blifs with which he folaces his 
hours, he always expects from 
others, though-very often he knows 
not fram whom; he folds his arms 
about-him, and fits in expéétauoa 
of fome rewoluuon in the flace that 
fhali raife him to greataefs, or fome 
golden. fhower that thal! load him 
with wealth; he. dofes away the day 
in. mufing vpon the morrow ; and 
at the end of his tife #6 roulec from 
his dream only to difcover, tha: the 
time of action is pait, and that he 
can now thew his wifdom only by 


repentance, | 
AV igus 
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A sview ¢ Porrricat Lettres 
wench pave appeared in the Publit 


' Papers. 


Country Whig, in the Public Ad- 
vertifer fays ** Though I] livein 
the country, & wart opportunity of 
thixing in the bufy icenes of politics, 
it is with ‘he higheft pleafure L have 
been enabled to mark the a. 
the prefent patriot, virtuous, po 
Sane, per able Whig admuinuitra- 
ticn. The crue} and nefarious plan 
cf Government fettled, and ere 
by theTory miniftry, bad detervedly 
Grawn upon them the univertal con- 
tempt and deteRation Of a generous 
free people. But we have feen their 
weak & wicked meafures publickly 
and folemnly condemned, and the 
inftruments of chem degraded, ftig- 
matized, and held out to the {corn 
und derifion of the world. It was 
peculiarly referved to the prefent 
public-fpirited miniltry to one 3 
general warrants, and the feizure O 
papers, co reftore our loft wade, and 
to raife the drooping American, and 
to give new fpirit and vigor to our 
happy contticerion, which had been 
openly jnfulred anc violated by cei- 
potifm and profiigacy. Public a 
qoility and cont dence are happi y 
reftored under the mild, auipictous 
adntiniftration of a popular Whig 
shinifiry. The Spitalfields weaver 
is no longer termed a Rebel, an 
threatened with fword aad fire, but 
is regarded as a Brigith fubject, 
lieved, fupported, and cherfhed. 
And we may now reafonably bope, 
that the fame candor, moderation, 
eqiity anc jattice, wil] be extended 
to an unhappy exile, who has : been 
hunted down with the molt cruel 
and unrelenting party rage, and 
perfecuted in every mode, which 
the luft of power and revenge could 
invent, Such have been the lavage 
works of the Jory miniftry! Such 
is the wife and glorious condutt of 
a wife, benevolent, patriot, and vir- 
tvous Whig Adminittration !——- - 
Tempora mutantar / 
hen one reflects upon the happy 
changé in the fyftem of peblic at- 
fairs, the mind is filled withreverence 
and gratitude towards our illuftrious 
benefactors in the adminutravion, 


959.4 View of Political Letters wbichbewve appeared in the public Papers; 


-meanly, or balely abanconihe Pulp 








who have muzzled the ali<devouring 
beaft, Arbitrary Power which threat 
ened to make fuch hawock amongt 
us. Butabove alour highet grate 
tude 1s due to bur wile and Dene vee 
lent Sovereign, who has dhewn bine 
felf the true tather ot hisypeopiejand 
a friend to theonatural Lights of 
mankind. White the people is bleh 
fed with>to milidwaush gracious a 
Pripce, whoic with hatmdways bees 
to govern freemen, net flaves, the 
peoplecanhave nothingstdsteartrony 
a diiappointed Torys tation, We 
may hope, that our virtuous Briniltsy 
wii) vigoroudly purfuc the lame. hap 
py fytem of Government, iand per 
























































lic to gratify: the wild ambiuicnef 
any infotent, impracticable,- incon 
hitent Individual, — ‘They- wii ie- 
member the former diftculties, with 
which they have “trugeled, and | 
which their fpisittand absiitiées eh. 
abled them to furmount ; they wall f 
reflect, that pofletied of the tavour 
ot their fovercign, & the confidence 
of a generuus, pratetul people, luey 
May laugh at the «fforiscf a weak, 
comempiible, difappuinted iaction, 

fF. Ss in the Punhe Aaverufer 
fay:,**: Whether the prefent minnitry 
fiand or till, they -ouzhe to have 
juliice Gone them tor having not yet 
Joaded their intasie wath severhons, 
the moit unjuft anticipawon of thole 
ungeafonable douceurs paid by the 
Pubhe to its fervants, indeed they 
have the lefs merit init, becauie 
their predecefiors had taken care 
not co leave them many opportunie 
tics, and had noc made the meature 
iidelt very popular, But fiill there 
were places which would not have | 
elcaped the penetrating eye ofthe | 
late miniitry, and Which might-have 
been granted, if such a ttep wasonct 
thoughe felfth and ungenerous. It 
perhaps i> proper that in Govern- 
ment there fhould be iucrative potts 
fecure and without employment, 
that perions who-have rifked their 
peace, deliroyed their health, and 
unpaired their fortane in. the fer 
vice of the fate, might not be Jeft 
in their old age in a woriefitwation 
by having been engaged’ in public 
affairs, It is but juft that they 
Should be rewarded, and that their 
families, 
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the procerum turba molilium. 


families, which are raifed toa high- 

er and more con{picuous rank in 

the world, fhould not be without: 

fapport. But places and penfions 

ate certainly carried to a molt exor- 
bitant and exceflive height ; and re- 

verfionary grants have been made by 

thofe lately in power without re- 

ferve. Jf thefe lucrative honours 

were confined within due bouads, 

they “tag «4 are in fome degree 
neceflary. ould men of abilities 
gnd charaGter enter apon the dan- 
géerous and uncertain offices of Go- 
veramen', would they venture to 
mount. that turbulent untractable 
WWorje, af atv. any cCoange they, were to 
be iett with a diminifhed income, 
idetached fron their former purfuits, 
incable of returning to other eni- 
ployments, thrown perhaps out of 
their proper track of tite, underties, 
and dittreffed ? Government is ua- 
ftable and wavering,and alierations 
muit fiequently take place, ‘Tncre 
is bc fides a dignity neceffarily to be 
ma ntained in places. of ofhce, with 

out «hich the authority of Govern. 
ment could nog be fo weil fupp w:- 
ed; and this additional expence 
ought in fomemeafure o be fuppiied 
by the Puplic, for wheie take it is 
incurred. But to yp eclude their 
fucceffors, to anticipate whac ought 
to take 1: due courk, to be:tow on 
infants, wiin a Javifh hand, what 
ought to be given in return for great 
fervices, longemp!oy ment and clote 
afliduity ; in whatever naen this hap- 
pens, it muit be mean, partial, and 
feit-tntereited. 

Cato Rediuivus, in the Public Ad-« 
verter, jays, $* i ne People, who 
are che Public, are the beit judyes 
whetner things go weil or ill with 
the Public. We have been often 
told, and [ expeét that we fhali be 
told again, that this do¢triae tends 
to che jetting up the Mub for fiatef- 
men, and the cen{urers of itatef{men. 
The word.Mob does nor at all effect 
me. Opn.-this occafion, ‘here is a 
great as well as a little Mob 





Ina 
publicand fudécn traniition. from 
pienty t® poverty, from happinefs 
to diftreis, the people know whether 
the calamity comes from war and 
famine and the hand of God, or 
fom opprcfion and mismanagement, 
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and the villainies of men. They 
know that thofeare the beft minifters 
who do mott good to their country, 
or rather the leaft miichief. The 
adminiftrations of the Thane and 
the Great Commoner, and the con- 
fequential deteftation or popularity 
which has flowed either upon the 
one or the other trom an incenfed or 
grateful people, fenfible of their 
mifery or happinefs, evidently de 
monftrates the truth of that ailertion 
They can fee) mifery and happinefs 
as well as thofe who govern them ; 
and will ever, in fpight of the arts 
of the proftitute tools of difgulted 
faction, Jove thofe who do thema 
fenfib.e good, & abnor, as they ought, 
thofe who load them with evils, 
Did | fav feet mitery as well asthe 
great ? Great men, whoare educated 
In Gevauhery, and pampered in 
riot and luxury, have no iteaie of 
the misfortunes of other men, no 
notion of miteries which chey do not 
fee!, no tendernels for’ thofe who 
fuffer them. 

Tne People have no biafs to be 
knaves; the fecurity of their per- 
len and property is toeisOnly arm. 
They 5 ve go rivals for place, no 
darling coild, pimp, or relation to 
raife ; they can ferve no end by 
faétion ; théy have no intereit but 
the gene: abanterelt. Can the fame 
be {aid of great-men, fome of whom 
to pratity’ private pailions, ofen 
pluck vown public rum, who, to 
fill tuetr own purfes with many 
thoulands loadithe people with mae 
ny millions, who oppeefs for a mi- 
ftrefs, or, to fave a, favourite, de- 
roy ananon, who, having imbibed 
(as 1t were) with their mother’s 
milk, and been educated in defpotic 
and arbitrary princsples,. would 
make all other: ) saan and fix their 
chains and wooden fhoeson frecbera 
Enghihmen. °~ \ tc ‘ 

The tirit principles of power are 
the People, and all the detigns of 
men in power ought to be directed 
to their good; and whoever will 
‘ prétend to govern them. without-re- 

arding them. may foon repent it. 
Phofenations thatare governed in 
a@ manner that bids aehance to 
their opinions, their intereits and 
their underitandings, are either 

aves 




































































358 
flaves, or will foon ceafe to be iub 
jects. Nor ablolute power, nor the 
affeétions of a prince invefted with 
it, can protect or employ minitters 
deteited by the people. Defpotic 
and boundlefs as the authornty of 
the King ot Spain is, does not a re- 
cent inflance itare us in the face, 
that he was forced to give up his 
favovrite, afacrifice to appeaie the 
rage of av Oppr: fied peopic. Tie 

ple, when well-treated, are she 
Pea friends to princes; bet when 
harraffed and oppreifed, the mofl 
formidable enemics, Vain, or at 
Jeaft uncertain, is all the force of a 
foldiery, or the influence of the 
grandees, in compariion of the 
greater power of the pcople. 
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UPON the acceffion of Henry the 

Fourth to the Thione, it was 
univerially imagined that he waa in 
his heart inclined to the opinions of 
the reformers. But Henry was ac- 
tuated more by policy; than by re- 
ligion ; &, therefore, upon examin~- 
ing the flate of parties in England, 
finding that the ecclefiaftical intereit 
was the beft able to fupport his pre- 
tenfions,; without farther hefitation 
he attached himfelf tothat. On the 

of his coronation, he created 
his eldeft. fon. Henry, at that time in 
the thirteenth year of his age, Prince 
of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, : and 
Earl of Cheiter. ‘The next day the 


Parliament aflembled at Weftmin- 


fter; andthe fir bufinefs of the fef- 
fion was —_ an act of indemnity 
jn favour of thofe who bad taken up 
arms for the houfe of Lancatter, 
"They afterwards repealed thofe fta- 
tutes of Parliaments convoked 
Richard, which had granted fac 
prerogatives to the King, as were 
anconfifient with the liberty of the 
fubject. They alfo enaded a‘law 
again abull, which Richard had 
folicited, & obtained from the pope, 
to enforce and confirm the proceed- 
ings of his Parliament. As this was 
in effe& an acknowledgement of the 
Pope’s fovescigaty over England, 
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the Commons declared in this 2&, 
that the kingdom of England wag 
independent of all foreign er; 

and that the Pope in partituter | ; 
bo right to intermeddle in the civil 
government of the kingdom. When’ 
the rights and hberties of the peo: 
ple were properly re ga 

arliament proceeded aghinit 

evil Counfellors, who trad advifed: 
thofe excefles which Richard com. 
roitted ta the latter par: of his reign 5 
and this enquiry produced {uch vines: 
lent dilputes, as wee near terminas 
ting in aan ; fo that Henry” 
himielf was obliged to interpoic, and: 
compromife their differénces. ‘The 

Earl of Sahfbury and Bord Moriey, 

who h2d_been- principally concerns » 
ed in the murder of the Duke of 
Gioucefter; and the arbitrary meds 

{uresot Richard, rectived no tther 


~punifhment thaa chai Oi a fhoft im- 


riionment, Henry berg wilting to 
gin his reign with atts of clémene 
cy ; though the people loudly des. 
manded, that they fhould-be pat to 
death as traiwwrs to their country, 
The faccefion to the Crowu ‘was 
eftablithed in the Howfe cf Lancaf. 
ter by an authentic a&,- and Henry * 
publifhed a general pardon; fiom ” 
which, however, he excepted the 
murderers of the Duke of Glou-*) 
cefter. , (co ts 
The affairs of che kingdom being’ ~ 
fettled in this Parliament, to the fa" 
tisfaétion of Henry dnd the: people, “ 
he diflolved'thar Aff’ mbly,and he . 
Ambafiadors to France, with pro” 
pofals of 2 league and’ perpetual allie * 
ance between the two Urowns, to © 
be cemented by a double marriage; ~ 
one between the Prince-of Wales” 
and one of the daughters of France, ... 
and ‘the other between Henry’s . 
daughter and ope of the fons of the | 
French King. But that Monarch ©. 
‘being interetted im the caufe of the ~ 
late King Richard,-who was his fon» ~ 
in-lew, the Ambafladors met witha ~~ 
very cold reception. ‘As td theother -. 
Princes of Europe, it does nor ap- — 
pear that they teftified anydifape 
obation at the accellion of Henry. 
atas Richard was bern, arid for 
fome time bred at Bouracaux; his. 
countrymen the Gafcons diicovered 
a itreng scicntment at os 
aD 
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and feemed inclined torevolt. But 
advantages they drew from the 
ifh cOmmerce, hindered them 
taking this ftep, and difpofed 
them to.receive the Lord Piercy for 
cir governor, who was fent over 
with thas title by King Henry. Ro- 
wt Il..King of Scotland, who 
bok it for granted that the late re- 
tion in England would be at- 
tended with domeftic diffenfions, in- 
vaded and ravaged the northern 
co ,, and took the caftle of 
Werk in Northumberland. Henry, 
whofe intereft it was to avoid foreign 
quarrels, fent Ambafladors to Scot- 
land; to demand reparation for this 
infult, and, at the fame time, to pro- 
pofe a renewal of the truce; to 
which Robert the more readily af- 
fented, as he perceived the French 
jog, tacts no ftep to the prejudice 
of Henry. When the difference 
rg agen wa ps compromifed, 
King no Opportunity 
a0 fecemimend himielf to the affec- 
tionsof his people; on all occafions 
he expreffed the utmoft somes at = 
arbitrary proceedings of . his predes 
ceflor ; and affefed to confult the 
interefts of his fubjeéts, preferably 
to his own. 
Bat sareahiaading this, a dan- 
Sree paterrecy wise med againit 
» by the Dukes of Aumerle, 
Surry, and Exeter, the Earls of 
Gloucefterand Salifbury, the Bifhop 
of Carlifle, the Abbot of Weftmin- 
fter, and Sir Thomas Blunt. The 
con{piracy, however, was difcover« 
ed, before the con{pirators had time 
to put their defigns properly into 
execution ;. but tney neverthelefs 
allémbled aconfiderable army, with 
which they began their.march to 
Windfor, Oping to take the King 
furprize... They. ad engaged as 
their tool one. Mandlin, .who had 
been chaplain to Richard, and who 
telembled that Prince fo exattly in 
his features and perfon, that they 
hought they might eafily impofe 
on" nthe people for that Mo- 
ced hi 


hey accordingly produ- 

| for that purpofe, afizming 
that he was Richard efcayed from 
Pheer and come to implore tne af- 
Rance of his {ubjeéts ; by which 
means the chiefs of the confpiracy 


339 
provelind on many to join theme 
enry had retired, during the pre- 
ceeding night, to London, where he 
aflembled a body of twenty thou- 
fand men, and marched back as far 
as Hounflow Heath, in order to give 
battle to the rebels, if they fhould 
take the route to the capital. But 
they were fo much -difcouraged by 
the refolution and difpatch of Hen- 
ry, that, inftead of advancing, they 
retreated from Colebroke, and en- 
camped without the gates of Ciren- 
cefier. Theconfederated Chiefs took 
up their quarters in that town ; but 
they having neglected to place pro- 
guards at the avenues of it, 

ayor, of Cirencefter afiembied 
400 men in the night, and fecuring 
the gates, fo as to exclude the troops 
who were encamped without the 
walls, attacked the Chiefs in their 
arters. The Duke of Surry, and 
arl of Salifbury, were taken and 
beheaded on the fpot by the May- 
or’s order; the Duke of Exeter, 
and the Earl of Gloucefter, efcaped 
out of the towa, and repaired tothe 
camp, with a defign to. ftorm the 
town at the head of their forces ; 
but they found the tents and bag- 
age abandoned by the foldiers, who 
ad fled with the utmoft precipita- 
tian; concluding, from the noile 
and tumult which they heard of 
fighting within the town, that a de- 
tachment of the King’s army had 
entered the place. Henry, advance 
ing to Cirencefter, found the rebels 
already difperfed, and proceeded 
from thence to Oxford; where 23 
perfons, who had followed the Duke 
of Exeter, were executed: the Earl 
of Gloacefter, and the Lord Lum- 
ley, who was alfo concerned in the 
confpiracy, were beheaded by the 
opulace at Briftol; the Duke of 
xeter'was taken and beheaded ia 
Effex, without any form of trial, 
though he had married Henry’s own 
fitter ;and Maadiin and three others 
were executed at Tybarn. Thas 
this rebellion againft Henry was en~ 
tirely quelled; but it is fuppofed 
to have pree»pitated the fare of the 
unhappy Richard, for his death hape 
pened-foon after. The French King 
had made preparations for invading 
England, in order to reftore his 
fon-in-law 
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49, in-law to the throne ; but as 
foon as the death of Richard was 
known at the Court cf France, 
all thoughts of an invafion were 
aid afide. The truce between the 
two nations was renewed for twen- 
ty-fix years, and King Richard’s 
young queen was fent back again in- 
to her own country. 

Shortly after, Robert King of 
Scetiand declared war again En- 
gland, Henry having refufed to de- 
liver up George Dunbar, the Scot- 
tith Earl of Marche; who think- 
ing himfelf injured by his Prince, 
had retired into England, and from 
thence made incurfions into Lothain, 
In conjunction with the famous Hen- 
ry Fiercy, tornamedHotfpur. Andthe 
King of Scotland making prepara- 
tionsto invade England, Henry le- 
vied an army, which rendezvoufed 
at Newcaltle, and from hence fent 
an herald to fummon the Scortith 
King to meet him at Edinburgh on 
a fixed day, to do homage for his 
kingdom ; and immediately entered 
Scotland, ravaging the country in 
his progrefs to Edinburgh with fire 
and fword, burning towns and ci- 
ties, and filling Scoiland with con- 
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fternation and terror. He invefted 
the caftle of Edinburgh, which 
was vigoroufly defended by the Bail 
of Douglafs, and David, Prince of 
Scotland During the ftege, the 
Duke of Albany, who was invefted 
with the government of the 
kingdom, on account of the 
King of Scouland’s ficknefs, fentan 
herald to King Henry, —— 
upon his honour, that if he w 
remain there only ftx days, he would 
come and give him battle, and either 
raife the fie e, or lofe his life. The 
King liberally rewarded the herald, 
and promifed, on the word of a 
rince, to continue there ull the 
time fixed by the Duke of Albany. 
However, a much more confiders- 
ble time elapfed, but the Duke did 
nut think proper to appear. Upon 
which King Henry, finding he could 
not make himfelf mafter of the 
caftle, and being diftreffed for want 
of provifions, and the winter ap- 
proaching, returned into his ows 
deminions; to whichhe was far- 
ther induced by the news of a for 
midable infurrection in Wales, 
headed bv the famous Owen Gien- 
dower. (4) . 





























(2) Owen GuFnpvower (or Gienpourpwy) had been educated as a lawyerat 
the Inns of Court, and afterwards ferved Richard IL as one of his bedy 
Efynires. He poifefied an eftate in Wales, and was defcended by his mother from 
Llewellyn ap Griffith, the laft Prince of that Country. He cenceived himfelf in- 
jured in the iffue of a law fuit with the Lord Grey of Ruthyn, that Nobleman have 
ing obtained a verdict againft him, Irritated at this, he endeavoured to excite bis 
countrymen the Welch to rebellion. He exhorted them to take up arms againft the 
Englith, in order to maintain their liberty and independance, and to refume their aa- 
tient laws and cuftoms ; and, by his eloquence, prevailed upon them not only to re- 
ndunce their dependence upon England, but alfo to deciare him their Prince and So- 
vertign, as the linea! defcendant from Liewellyn ap Griffith. He then attacked the 
town of Ruthyn, in refentment for the injury he fuppofed himfelf to have received 
from Lord Grey, and plundered and reduced it to afhes. He afterwards gave battle 
to Lord Grey, to whofe affiflance a body ot troops had been fent, defeated him, rook 
him prifoner, and compelled him to marry his daughter. Emboldened by this face 
cefs, Owen made an irruption into the county of Hereford ; and Edmund Morti- 
mer, Earlof March. who to avoid giving umbrage to Henry, lived in a retired mane 
ner at Wigmore caftle, thinking this a favourable opportunity to acquire the favour 
of the King, raifed a body of twelve thoufand men to ftop the progre(s of this Welch 
imvader, The two armies meeting at Pitleth in Radnorfhire, a defperate engagemeat 
enfved, in which the Englith were totally defeated, after having loft eleven hundred 
men, who were killed on the field of battle, and the Earl of March himfeif.was takes 
prifoner. - Owen refufed to admit him to ranfom, feppofing that a pecfon of his com 
fequence would be redeemed by a formal negociation, which would give an oppor- 
tunity of treating with King Henry as an independent Prince. But he was miftaken 
in his conje¢ture ; for Henry was not difpleafed at the captivity of Edmund Mort 
mer, on account ef his pretenfions to the throne and therefore politically, though 
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In 1491, it being tound that the of the Ecciefiattics, ena@ed, chet 
number of the Loliards, which was none fhould preach wit'iou: « lie 
the.name sow cenerally given to cenfe from the Bithopof the diocefe, 
the Wicklifites, was continually However, this and the other iawsin 
increaiing, 1t was, by the 1..fluence ae were thought iujuflicient tor 

2 2 the 


very utigeneroufly, refufed to take any meafures for his releafe: upon which Owen, 
perceiving t ¢ King’s drift, alered his fcleme, and proje&ed an alliince with his 
pifoner. But, in th: mean while, he advanced o the fide of the Severn, and ra- 
vaged th. country without Oppofition. U> >on which King Henry, at the head of 
aaumerous army, matched into W ies againft him. — \s Owen retired betore 
him, he ravaged the principality, and burned tiie nonuttery of Strathfior, but his 
army bein. diftrefféd for wantof provifio is, and feveral of his detached particscut 
off by Owen, he foon returned without having obtained any advantage over the 
Wekhchiettain. “Owen -who hid prudently avoided a general engagement, was 
no fooner informed of his retreat, than he defcended from the mountains burn_d 
thefubu' bs of Poole in Mentyomerythire, and laid watte the county acjoiming, He 
themirtpaiced with a {mail body of troops to the hilisof Pumlyiwmon, which he 
hadappoimted for the rendezvous oi his forces, and from thence ieut out detachmen's 
tegavage the county of Pembroke, and th- neig!bourhoou of Cardigan, imhabited by 
the defendants ot cthofe Fiemifh and Eng ith Families who hid tormeriy fertied in 
thatcountry ; but thefe .ff-mbling together to the number of fifteen hundred, fur- 
roynded tim f fuddenly and unexpectedly 1) one of his incu fions, that he muft 
fave been taken, had not he and his ine» made a defperate effort of courave, and 
attacke their enemies with fuch tury, that ‘hey entirely rout.d them.————T} is 
vidtory added greatly to the reputation of Owen, whofe countrymen bexan to con- 
fider him.as the perfon dettined to rettore their former independency, and flocked 
tottis Mandard fronr al! quarters. King Henry, ala: med at his fuccefs, fvon after 
invaded Wales again; but Owen again retiring to his faitnefies, the King was unable 
todo any thing of confequence againtt him and therefore marched back to L. ndon, 
exteemiciy difguited with is ili fuccefs, But fome time after he aflemoied another 
large army to take vengeance On the daring Weichmen. The rendezvous of the 
King’s forces was now at Shrewfbury, where he divided them int» three bodies, 
giving the command of one to the Prince ot Wales, & of anotiier to the Earl of Arun- 
del, while he condu&ted the third himfeif. Ihefe divifions entered Wales at three 
diferefit places, in order to furround Owen, who had retired to the mounrains of 
SmeWdon, But the weat!: r was fo tempeiiuous, that it was fcarcely “poffible to 
keep the field, and they were oblig:d toret.re witout having performed any milita- 
ryexploit, The King was catremely mortifie’ at three fucceflive mifcarriages ; and 
is faid to have employea treacher us means io take away the life of Owen, who 
ed all his defigns of perfidy as weilas open war, Indeed the fuccefsot Owen 
appeared fo extraordinary to the Enghih, that he was contidered as a mavzician and 
fappofed to have made a compact with the devil. in 1403, the Earl of Northumber- 
nd, and his fon the famous Henry Pierey. faurnamed Hot'pur, having conceived 
anextréme difguit at fome aff ont they fuppofed themfclives t) have received from the 
Ring, had formed a defign to dethrone him. The Earl of Worcefter, brother to 
the Earl of Northumberland, alfo entered heartily into the quarrel; and propofcd 
acofrefpondence with Mortimer, Ear. ot March, who had now married Glendower’s 
daughter, Accordingly that Nobleman, with his father in law, readily concuired 
ina fcheme for dechroning Henry, and raifing Movtimer, as the true heir of blood, 
tothe throne of England. The Earl of Douglafs, an’ other Scottith prifoners. who 
had been taken fome time before, by the Earl of No: thumberiand and his fon Hor 
fpur, were engaged as their affociates on condition of being releacd without rag 
. If the defign had fucceeded, Giendower was to have been gratified with all 
te Counties to the weftward of the Severn. The army, howe er, which the dif- 
GOhtented Lords had affernbied, was totally defeated by King Henry in perfon about 
© miles trom Shrewfbury ; and Hotfpur, who tought with great impetuoiity, was 
maonthefpot The King expofed himfelf in this engagement l.ke the mea eit 
foldierin his army ; and the hiftorians affirm that he flew fix and thirty men with 
his Own hand. Douglafs alfo v:early ciftinguifhed himtelt n this battle, «s did lixe- 
wife on the other fide, Henry, Prince of Wales, afterwards King Henry V, This 
battle was fought before Glendower had joined them, who was on his march to- 
wa:ds 
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the protection cf the Church, and 
fo prevent the growth of herefy. 
‘The Clergy were defirous of having 
a fhorter and eafier method of de- 
feuding the db&trines cf the Charch, 
than by the tedious and dificult one 
cf reafon and argument. They 
therefore gave the ine tO under- 
ftand, thar nothing woull more 
attach the Clergy to his interefts, 
than his exerting himfelf for the 
protection of the Churcu; by which 


was meant procuring a law to be 
enaéted for the burning of he. 
reticks. ‘The King does not ap. 
pear to have difcovered any preat 
reluctance; but the Commons; 
many of whom thought favoura. 
biy «f Wickliff, were very a 
verfe to fuch fanguinary proceed. 
ings. An att, however, was at 
length paffed, impowering the cler- 
ey to the extent of their withes; bur 
this pailed no: but with the utmof 

: firetch 


ward: them with upwards of twelve thoufand men. In 1404, Glendower reduced 


et 


e calties of Aarlegh and Aberyttwith defeated aconfiderable body of Eng)ith near 
Nionmouth, and ravaged the country as far asthe banks of the Severn. In fhort, 
his fuccefs was fo great, that no Englithman on the Marches could poffefs his ettate, 
without fubmitting to his dominion ; aad le was joined by many of King Henry's 
fubjects, among whom was Trevor, Bithopof St. Afaph. In 1405, the King affem. 
bled a body of torces, the command of which he bellowed upon the Prince of Wakes, 
who marched thither in the f,ring, and routed part of the Welch army. The 
Prince fil continued to advance after this a€tion ; andin two months fought dno. 
ther battic, in Monmouthfhire, againit a body of eight thoufand men, commanded 
by Grittith, Glendower’s eldeft fon, who was routed and taken prifoner, his uncle 
Tudor being killed upon the fpot. The Wclch would have been more difpirited by 
this bad fuccefs, had they not expected powerful affiftance trom the French Court, 
the Duke of Orteans having, notwithitanding the truce which fubfiited with Eng- 
land, engaced in a league with Giendower, Accordingly, this year the Marthal de 
Moarmorency arrived ia Wales with a numerous ficet from which he lanced twelve 
thoufasd men ; then, joining Glendower, took Caermariien, Worcetter, and feveral 
other places, ravaging the country with firs and fword, and carrying off an immenfe 
booty. King Heary marched himfcif to ftop the progrefs of thefe invaders; but 
le was fo retarded by bad weather, that, before he arrived in the Marches of Wales, 
the French auxiliaries were embarked. For though the fleet which brought thefe 
French troops, which is faid to have confitted of an hundred and forty fail, Wad 
fafely landed them, yet the Lord Berkley, and Henry Pay, who commanded the 
fyuadron of the Cinque Ports, having attacked the French thips in Milford Haven, 
and took feurtsen, and burnt fifteen of them, the reft were fo frightened, that they 
foon after fed home. However, the feafon was fo far advanced, that he could de 
nothing of importance again‘t Glendower; who intercepted fifty waggons, laden 
with previfions and money for the fubfiftence of the army; which obliged the 
King to haften iis retreat towards Loncon In 1407, the Prince of Wales made 
fome confiderable progrefs againit Glendower, infomuch that the Parliament expref- 
fed their futisfagtion with his condué ; but he feems to have been reftricted in point 
of troopsar money ; for though he reduced the caftle of Aberyitwith, he could not 
prevent its being immediately recovered by Glendower, In 1403 Prince Henry was 
fo fuccefaful ia his operations, that he compleated the conqueit of South Waies, 
and reduced Harlech in Merioneththire ; fo that Glendower was in a manner befieged 
in Snovidan, where he was greatly ftraitened for fubfiftence. From thence he dee 
tached part of ‘his troops to ravage Shrdvihire, under the command of Rees Du, 
and Phiipot Scu@atnore, his two beft otlicers, who were defeated, taken, and exe- 
eured at Loadon. (As Glendower’s fortune began to change, his adherents graduaily 
forfook him; many of whom fubmitted, and were pardoned by Prince Henry. . He 
himfetf micht have obtained the fame favour, would he have {ftooped to fubmifhion, 
But he chefe rather to lead the remainder of his lifeina wandering manner, fhiit- 
ing abouc from place to place, and preferve his iadependence, than to purchafe eafe 
and fafety at the expence of his freedom. He led this fugitive life for two years, 
foimctimes at the head of a party, and fometimes quite folitary ; and at Jaft died at 
his daughtcr’s houfe in Herefordfhire, where he was entertained in the difguife ofa 
thepherd, We have been the more particular in our account of this famons 
Welch Chieftain, becaufe he appears to have been as remarkable a perfon as any whe 
appeared within the Britith dominigns during this period, 
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firetch of the kinp’s authority. And 
Fox fays, that he cannot find thar it 
ever did pafs the Commons ; but 
fuppofes, that as parliamentary ef- 
fairs were then managed with little 
regularity, it was huddled in among 
other aéts, and figned by the kinv 
without farther notice. I[t is indeed 
by no means improbab'e, that this 
act might be pafled without the con- 
fent of the Commons; forin the 
next reign we find the lower Houfe 
of Parliament petitioning, that no 
att or itatute might pats without 
their aflent. However, it was now 
enacted, that upon a certificate of 
the diocefan Bithop, or his commif- 
faries, delivering thofe who either 
refufed to abjure their herefy, or 
relapled after abjuration, over to the 
fecular arm, the civil miagptitrate 
fhould receive their bodies, & caufe 
them to be burnt in public. Wil- 
liam Sautre, a Lollard, and reftor 
of St. Ofithe’s in London, was the 
firt man who was putto death on 
this flatute. Sentence was pro- 
nounced again{t him in the ecciefi- 
aftical court, immediately after the 
at was pafled ; foeager were they 
to proceed to the extirpation of 
herefy! It is generally tuppofed, 
that this is, the firft initance of bu-n- 
ing for herefy in England, But we 
find that in the reign of Henry IIl.a 
Deacon, tor apoftatizing to Judaifm, 
was firit degraded at a council at 
Oxford, and afterwards fentenced to 
the take by the fecular power. And 
an old chronicle of London mentions 
one of the Albigenfes being 
-burot inthe yeariz10. But by what 
law thele were condemned, we know 
not. (To be continued.) 
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MR. Carew’s famous Speech in the 

"~ year 1744, for the annual elec- 

tion of theljoufe of Commons, may 


.pofibly do an effential fervice at this 


tme. The fenfible Reader need not 
be informed, that this debate was 


one of the moft important that ever 


was agitated in this country ; and 
that Mr. Carew, who made the 
moon, was one of the moit able 
politicians that ever fat in Parlia- 
ment, 


** The Members of this Houfe, 


Sir, are the great and gencral inqui- 
fitors of the Nation: We are to take 
notice of, and to take proper me- 
thods for redreffing, al] the grievan- 
ces thatoccur, whether they be fuch 
as relate to the kingdom in general, 
or fuch as relate to the particular 
counties, Cities, cr boroughs we 
reprefent. Now, as grievances 
are almoft annually occurring, 
and as fome grievances are the 
more difficult to be removed, the 
longer they continue; theretore it 
is neceflary we fhould vifit our con- 
ftituents, at leatt, once a year, to 
know thei: fentiments, and to exa- 
mine, upon the fpot, the grievances 
they complain of; but this is not to 
be expected, unleis you make the 
elections annual ; fur we find by ex- 
perience, that after gentlemen are 
once chofen for a long term of years, 
they fix their abode in this city, aod 
feidom revilit their conftituenrs ’aill 
it becomes neceflary for them to go 
down to folicit their votes at anew 
election. Nay, fince the eltabiifh- 
ment of feptennial parliaments, we 
have often had gentlemen in this 
houfe, who never faw the borouzgh 
that fent them hither, nor knew any 
thing of its conititution or inoterell, 
perhaps could not recolleét its name, 
till they looked intothe printed lilts 
of parliament, for theirown name, 
a there found they reprefented 
fuch a borough. 

‘© Another part of our bufinefs, 
Sir, isto repreient to our fovereign 
the fentiments of our conitituents, 
with regard to the meafures he is ac- 
viied by his minilters to purfue, as 
well as with regard to the perions 
he employs in the executive part of 
the government. If we ever think 
of doing this faithfully and fincere- 
ly, we muft vifit our conftituents at 
leaft once a year, beccaufe every 
year produces fome new meature, 
and every year fome new perions are 
introduced into public bufinefs, 
This, I fay, is another part cf our 
duty, and when it is faichfully or 
fincerely performed, itis uf great 
advantage to the Prince upon 
the throne, becaufe it prevents 
his beirg led on jna track cf 
unpopular meafures, till both he and 
his Miniflers are overwhelmed in 
the torrent of popular refentmenr, 
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which _of:en happens in arbitrar v 
countries, where the prince is tum. 
hied headlong trom his throne, b.- 
fore he knows any thing - f nis hav- 
ing purfued unpopular or wrong 
Mmeaiures; whereas, had he had 
timely information, he might have 
reilored himfelf to the love and ef 
fection «f his fubje&s, by makine a 
juit facrifice of bis wicked countel]- 
lors to the refentmen: of his op- 
prefled people. As rae prince Can 
have no intereft fe,arare f-om hs 
people, his interett, if he rightly 
contiders it, muft Jead him to gain 
the love and efteem cf his people, 
and to avoid every thing that may 
give them dilcontent: it is, there- 
re, his intereft to have alwaysa 
tioute of Commons that knows, and 
wil faithfully and fpeedily repre- 
fent to him, the complaints and 
grievances of his pesple; but this 
isdir tly oppofire co the intereft cf 
his Minitlers. In all countnes, and 
in this as mach as any other, Minj- 
flers have an interett feparate trom 
that of the people; They are for 
enriching themielves, their families, 
tools, and fycophants, at the ex- 
ence «f the people; and it is their 
bahaols io keep allthe avenues to 
the throne fhut up againit the com- 
plaints of the people, left the prince 
fhould, as every wife one will, fa- 
crifice them to his own fecurity , 
Minfters mutt, theretore, be for 
having always a Houieof Commons, 
that either does not know, or will 
not faithtully reprefent to their Sc- 
vereign, the complaints and griev- 
ances of the people ; and, as we are 
much more affected with what we 
fee, than with what we only hear cf, 
it is the bufine's uf a Minifter to pre- 
vent the members f cDis houie, if 
poffible, from ever feeing thetr con- 
it'tuents ; becaufe, the jels we are 
affected with, the more eafily we 
may be prevailed on, to conceal from 
our Sovereign, or even to mitrepre- 
fent to him the complaints of the 
eople. 

‘* Thus, Sir, itis apparently the 
intereit of the king, it 1s apparently 
the intereft cf the coustry, to have 
fhort parliaments, and frequent g¢- 
neral ecleétions ; but 1t is apparently 
she intereii cf Miuniilers, etpecially 
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wicked Minifters, to have parlia- 
ments as long, and general elrtions 
as feldom, as poflible ; therefore, I 
hope, it will be granted, thar annual 
parliaments are more agreeable to 
the reafon of things, and the nature 
of our conftitution, than parliaments 
of any longer duration; and of this 
we muft he convinced even to de- 
monitration. ‘f we wiil but confider, 
that we are, properly fpeakinp, the 
attorneys of the people. Is it pru- 
dent, isitreafonable, that any man 
fhould give a power of attorney irre- 
vocabie for alony term cf years? 
Shall a whole people do» what would 
he the height of foolifhneds 10 every 
individual ? The people, or at leat 
fuch of them as have any knowledge 
of public affairs, and by {uch the 
reft are generally governed: I fay, 
the peopie may pues at what fort of 
buefinefs is to come before the next 
entuing feflon of parliament, and 
they may chufe an attorney, who, 
they think, has capacity and integri- 
ty enough for tranfaéting that fort 
of bufine{s for them ; but they can- 
not fo much as gvefs at what may 
come before parliament in a courle 
of feven years, nor can they depend 
upon the continuance of any man’s 
integrity for fuch a number of 
years. It is therefore moft unna- 
tural and unreafonable to force the 
people to give an irrevocable power 
of attorney for juch a long term. 
The praétice was firft introduced 
under the reign of Richard II. and 
was approved cf by a parliament 
that, in every inftance, betrayed the 
liberties of the people they repre- 
fented, and facrificed the intereit of 
their country to the violent paflions 
cf their Sovereign, & the infatiable 
avariceof his Minifters.. They con- 
cealed from him, or mifreprefented, 
the difcontents and murmurings of 
his people ; and thereby Jed him 
into a deceitful fecurity, which foon 
endedin his ruin, and the advance- 
ment of the Duke of Hereford, or 
rather Lancafter tothe throne, with- 
out any other title than that of nave 
ing reicued the people from fave- 
aN This, Sir, was the fate of the 
prince who firft introduced long 
parliaments; and therefore, from 

experience, 
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experience, as well as reafon, we 
may be convinced, that fhort parli- 
aments, and frequent general elec- 
tions, are moit for the interelt cfche 
king; but unluckily the intereit of 
Minifters lies, as | have faid, upon 
the other fide of the queftion, not 
only for the fake of preventing the 
members of this houfe from being af- 
fected with thecries and groans of 
the people, but for another reafon, 
which fs fil! more effetual for their 
wicked purpofes ; I mean, that ct 
corruption. From the very princi- 
ple adopted by all wicked Minillers, 
that every man has his price, ir is 
evident toa demonitration. that mi- 
nifterial corruption may be more 
fuccefsful at eleétions when they are 
but rarely to happen, than when 
they occur annually ; and that a 
Minifter may more probably ob:cin 
acorrupt majority in a long 
ment thanin a fhort one. To draw 
the comparifon between annual and 
feptennial parliaments, and firft with 
regard toeleCions, In every coun- 
ty, in every little borough cf the 
kingdom, it muft be granted, that 
there are fome gentlemen wh» have 
a natural intereft: They are ac- 
quainted with and efteemed by the 
leading men in the county or bo- 
rough; and many of the lower clafs, 
perhaps, fuppore their families by 
the employment they have from 
fuch gentlemen and their friends. 
Iielections were allowed to go in 
their natural courfe, fuch men only 
would be chofen, and of fuch thofe 
entlemen would be chofen, who 

ad the greateft natural intereit: 
but againit fuch an one a court can- 
didate, with the treafury at his 
back, comes to fetup, and tofet up 
upon the minifterial principle, that 
every man has his price; which, for 
argument’s fake, I fhail allow to be 
a true one, and I am forry, it has of 
ate years been fo much confirmed 

yexperience. Suppofe then, that 
every one of the electors in this 
county or borough has his price ; 
vet furely it will not be pretended, 
that all have an equal price, or that 
@ man jn tolerable circumftances 
will facrifice his country, his friend, 
aod his character, or a trade{man 


parlia- 
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his employment, for what appears tv 
himto be atrifle. We mutt there- 
fore fuppofe, that a man whofe price 
is feven Guineas, will not fell his 
vote f{>; one, nor will a man, whole 
priceis feven Hundied, fell his vote 
for one Hundred. Now, fuppofe 
the treafury could fecure a majonriiy 
i this borovgh for feven Guineas a 
man, this they may {pure to give for 
a feven years parliament, but cannot 
ipare togive fo much every year; 
therefore, in annual parliaments 
this borough will return co, and be 
governed in its eleétion by, what 
we cali the natural 1atereft ; where- 
as, in feptennial parliaments, it 
will always be governed by corrup- 
tion. 

*< IT know it may be faid, fir, 
that a man who (fells his vote for 
feven guineas to a feptennial parit- 
am>ont candidate, will fell it for one 
to an annual parliament candidate; 
becaufe he knows, he may fell it 
for the fame price yearly; and an 
annuity of one guinea yearly, is 
better than feven guineas every fevea 
years; but this, I am convinced, 
will by experience be found to be 
falle. Je is thelargeneis of the fum 
that dazzles both the avartcieus and 
the luxurtous, who feldom think of 
futurity: if they did, they would 
never icll their vote at any price; 
becaufe, they know, that thofe who 
purchaie muft fell, and that by 
felling their vores, they render not 
only their liberties bar their pros 
perties precarious. Befides, no man 
can be affured of having an oppor- 
tunity to fell his votre the next enfu- 
ing year, and much leis can he pe 
fure of felling ic yearly for feven 
years to come: he may die txfure 
the next election: the adminiitra- 
tion may be changed, and anew 
one fet up, that does not ttand in 
need of corruption: a {spirit may 
arife in his borough, that may 
render it impohble fur any man 
to hope for fuccefs by corruptien ; 
and without hopes of fuccels, no 
man will be at the expence of cor- 
rupting : many other accidents may 
happen for difappotnting him cf 
ever having another opportunity to 
fell his vote at an eleciion ; —_Ss 
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{~, for the fake of one guinea, or 

ome fuch paltry fum, he ftands 
branded as Jong as he lives with the 
character of an infamous venal be- 
trayer of his country. I therefore 
think, we may with certainty con- 
clude, that though aman may be 
tempted to fell his vote for feven 
guineas toa feptennial parliament 
candidate, he will difdain to iell his 
vote for one guinea to an. annual 
parliament candidate; and confe- 
quently that itis mucheafier for a 
Miniter to get the command of a 
majority of our elections, waen they 
recur bur once in feven years, than 
it would be, if they were made to re- 
Cur annually. : 

‘© Now, Sir, with regard to par- 
liaments, by the fame way of argu- 
ing we muft he convinced, that it is 
esiier fora Minifter to gain a cor- 
rupt majority in a feptennial than in 
an annual parliament. [ere again 
it mult be allowed, that different 
men have different prices ; and chat 
aman who will give his vote in par- 
liament for 7o0ol, or even for 3500l. 
would diidain to fell his vote for one 
thouland. Suppofe then a Miniiter 
fhould not trouble his head with 
ele&tions; bur truft, as a late Mi- 
nifler wantonly faid, to the buying 
of the members afier they were 
brought up to market ; and that by 
this means, a majority had been 
choie DpOn the country interefi: In 
thete circumitances, the Minter 
mutt prefentiyapply himfelf towards 
huyiag of {uch 2 number of that 
majority, a3 may be neceflary to 
throw the majority upon his fide of 
the gueflion; and is it not evident, 
shai sn ibis attempt, he may more 
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probably fucceed in feptennial, than 
in an annual parliament? in the for. 
mer, if he offers a penfion of a 1000, or 
sool. a year, as long as the gentle. 
man continues a member, , it is 
immediately confidered as a tum of 
70001. er 35001. to be paid in feven 
years; buc in the latter, it can te 
confidered only as a fingle thouiand, 
or a fingle sool. becaufe the gentle. 
man who accepted of it, and vpon 
that account deferved the in:ereit on 
which he was chofen, would cer- 
tainly be thrown out upen the next 
gencral elecuon. The Minifter’s 
fuccefs would there‘ore be evidens 
ly more precarious in the latter, 
than in the former cafe; and the 
precariouine!s of his fuccefs would 
add to the difficulty of his atrempt, 
becaufe it would make pentlemen 
more fhy than they otherwife would 

e, to accept of any otters he could 
make. 

*“* Thus, I think fir, that it is 
evident, that mintfterial corruption 
may be more prevalent in a fepren: 
nial parliament, than it could be, 
were Our parhaments annually 
chofen ; andthe mifchief is, befides 
many others, that corraption within 
doors fpreads corruption without, 
When a gentleman finds he can get 
500, or 1000]. a year, for his vote 
in parliament, he thinks no more of 
improving or preferving his natural 
intereft in his borough : he traits to 
corruption alone for his next elec- 
tion ; and the penfion or falary, he 
has from the public, enables him to 
outbid any gentleman who fets up 
upon the country intereft, and has 
nothing but his own private for- 
tune for fupporting his expence. 
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E virgin train, an artiels dame in- 
{pire, 
Waiearnt inichools, unbleft with natal fire, 
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fate, 

And the dire arts of faithlefs man re- 
iate, 
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SELECT PiEcEs 


A youth I fing, in face and fhape divine, 
In whom both art and nature did com- 


bine, 
With heavenly ‘kill to mingle ev'ry 


charm, ° 
As gods of old did fair Pandora form, 
Stranger to virtue, this deceiver held 


‘The box of mifchiefs in his breaft con- 
ceal’d ; 

His outward form each female heart in- 
fiam'd; 

His inward beauty lurking av’rice 
ftain’d 


Infatiate love of gold, and lope of gain, 
Encouraged him to cut the yielding main; 
By winds, or waves, or the decrees of 


heaven, 

His bark upon a barbarous coaft was 
driven; 

PofehR by men who thirft for human 
blood, 

Who live in caves, or thickets of the 
wood : 

Untaught to plant (yet corn and fruits 
abound, 

And fragrant flowers enamel all the 
ground) 


Diftreft he landed on this fatal (hore, 

With fome companions, who were foon 
ho more; 

The favaee race their trembling fieth de- 
vour ; 

Off ring oblations to th’ infernal power. 


Dreadfuily fuppliant, human limbs they 
tore, 

{Accurfed rites !) and quaft their ftream- 

| ing gore. 

With horror feiz’d and trembling with 
difmay, 

From fcenes of blood and death he bent 
his way ; 


Impell’d-by fear the youth his fight pur- 
fu’d, 
And gain’d the covert of a neighbouring 


wood ; 
Beneath whofe friendly faade he nightly 


lies, 
Screen’d by its twining boughs from hof- 
tile eyes. 


Vet gloomy forrows, and unmanly fears, 

Sweil'd his fad breaft which he bedew’'d 
with tears : 

When lo! a negro virgin chanc’d to 
rove , 

Thro’ the thick mazes of the nodding 


grove, 
Whofe giict’ring thells and elegant un- 
refs, 
With various plumes, a noble birth con- 
lefs, 
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Wich reverential fear, the well-fhap’d 
maid 

Thought hima god, and low obcifance 
paid, 

His face like polifh’d marble did appear ; 

His filken robe, and long curi'd faxen 


hair 
Amaz’d the nymph ; nor lefs her fparke 
ling eyes, 


And naked beauty did the youth fur- 
prize, 

Low at her feet, in fuppliant pofture 
laid, 

With fpeaking eyes, he thus addreft the 
maid, 

O let foft pity touch that lovely breaft ! 

Succour a man by various ills opprett : 

Such finifh’d grace does through your 
perfon fhine, 

Sure ‘tis enliven’d by a foul divine. 

The tender negro look’d a kind reply, 

Thro’ pearls of pity, dropping from her 


eye 5 
With hands uplifted, did the gods im- 


plore, 

That her relentlefs countrymen no 
more 

Might fain their native land with hu- 
man gore. 

He feiz'd ber hand, with tender paffion 
preft, 

While copious tears both love and fear 
confeft, 

The pitying maid view’d him with yielde 


ing ey*s, 

And from each bofom mutual fighs arife, 

His fafety now, became her only care, 

A fecret cave fhe knew, and hid him 
there ; 

Adorn’d it with the fpoils of leopards 
fliin, 

Which other lovers ventur’d hfe to vain. 

Through mazy thickets, and a pathieds 
wood 

She preft, advent’rous with ‘delicious 
food, 

Daily her hand a rich repaft did bring 

Of ripen’d fruits, and water from the 
{pring : 

But when declining, tow'rd the clofe ot 
day, 

The crimfon fun fets weary on the fea, 

Strait to a thady grove, where fountains 
rile, 

By woods 
fies 5 

Where the wing’d warblers of the air 
confpire 

From feverai boughs to forma heavenly 
choir, 


defended, from inclement 


Adorn'd 
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Adorn’d with fragrant flowers, and ever- 
green, 

She leads the youth (delightful flvan 
fcene. ) 

Where he, in peaceful flumbers takes his 
reit, 

Forzets his fears, and calms his tim’rous 
briait, 

In foft repofe the beauteous lover lies, 


While Yarico with care unfeals her 
eyes, 

With anxious fear the matchlefs maid at- 
tends. 

Careful to fave him from her barb’rous 
friends, 


The flowing curls which o’er his fhoul- 
ders play’d 

With artiefs beauty pleas’d the negro 
maid ; 

The graceful youth confeffing equal fire, 

Did her juft fymmetry of thape admire. 

Oft would he fay ; my Yarico with thee, 

(My only biifs!) cou'd I my country fee, 

1f ever 1 forget my vows of love, 

Unbleft, abandon’d may I frienclefs rove. 

To thee, alone, ] owe the vital air ; 

My love and gratitude for ever fhare. 

Lili gems provide, and filks of curious 


art 

With gifts exprefive of my grateful 
heart: 

Thow in a houfe by horfes drawn fhalt 
ride, 


With me, thy faith‘ul lover, by thy fide: 

The female train fhall round with envy 
gaze, 

Wonder, and filent figh unwilling praife, 

Pleas’d with his worcs, defiring more to 
pleafe, 

She from a craggy cliff furvey’d the feas ; 

A bark the fpy’d, and did by figns im- 





plore, 

That they would touch upon the fandy 
fhore. 

With joy fhe ran——My love make hafte 
away, 


« A vetlel waits us on the foaming fea.” 

Soon he the veflels loity ide afcends, 

And finds them to be countrymen, and 
friends. 

With lovely Yarico, puts off to fea ; 

With equal joy they plough the wat'ry 
way. | 

When » ie VE youth, defpairing calls to 


mind, 
All hopes eluded of his wealth defign’d , 
Riches the feat of his affeétion feize, 
And faithful Yarico no more can pieafe. 
Unhappy maid! to wafting forrows born, 
And fated evils undeferv'c to mourn, 
This youth was born too fear the nor- 
thern pole, 
Which chill’d each virtue in bis frozen 
fouls 
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But near the fun, her birththe nymph 


coniett, 

Where ev'ry virtue glow’d within her 
breaft., 

Thus ore lies in the earth, unfinifhed and 
cold ; 


But purg’d by fire, it brightens into gold, 

Propitious Zephyrs fill theirfweiling fails; 

They make Barbadozs, bicft with 
profp’rous gales, 

The planters thick’ning on the key 
appear, 

To purchafe negroe flaves, if any there ; 

When the falfe youth, by curfed avarice 
fway'd, 

Horrid to mention ! fells his faithful maid, 


Amaz’d and trembling, firentiy the 
mourn’d,. 

While fpeaking tears her radiant eyes 
adoin’d, 


Low at his feet, the lovely mourner Jay ; 

Nor would to words her fweilling heart 
Rive way, 

She grafvs his knees, in vain attempts to 
fpeak, 

At length her words in moving accents 

* break : : 

O much-lov'd youth in tender pity {pare 

A helplefs maid, my jong’d try'd faith 
revere, 

From yow this worft of human ills to 
prove, 

Muft break a heart that over- flows with 
love. 

Break not my heart, nor drive me to 
defpair 

Left vou deface your lovely image there, 

Ah ' do net with confummate woe unde 

A maid that father, mother, country, left 
for you. 

What forrows muft my tender parents 
mourn, 

By me forfaken, never to return ? 

Transferr’d from them to you my love! 
gave ; 

Unjuft return ! to fell me fora flave, 

O calito mind the faered oaths you've 
given, . 

Remember there are thunder-bolts in 
heaven, 

But if the fwelling forrows in my breaft 

Your heart of adamant can fill refit, 

Yet let the infantin my womb I bear, 

The bleffing tafte of your paternal care, 

He thruft her from him with remorfeic& 
hand, 

For her condition rais’d his firft demand, 

Pleas'd withfuccefs, he cheariully returns, 

While bapiefs Yarico in bondage mourns, 

The merchants ail the prudent you.h 
admire, 

That could, fo young, a trading foul 
acquire, 
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